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JOSEPH FORT NEWTON

Foreword

& HE Old Charges or Constitutions of Free-
masonry are the title deeds of the Frater-
nity, and as such they should be carefully
studied by every Craftsman—just as a

man ought to take due care to know the
title of his home and holdings. It is therefore that the
Society issues herewith a photographic reproduction of
a document as unique as it is interesting, in the hope
of reviving and promoting a study of the 0ld Charges
among American Masons, and especially among the
young men now entering our ancient fellowship.

When Hughan and Woodford began their re-
searches into the Constitutions of the Operative Ma-
sons, about 1866, hardly more than a score of such doe-
uments had then been recovered and traced.! By the
time Hughan published his “Old Charges of British
Freemasons,” in 1869, which was the first collection in
print of the kind, several more which had been discov-
ered were duly noted or reproduced in that volume.
When the second edition of his volume appeared in
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1895, he had access to Sixty-six rolls of the 0ld
Charges, and nine printed versions, besides eleven oth-
ers known to have existed which he reckoned as “Miss-
ing MSS.”* Of these the oldest known was written
about the latter part of the 14th century, followed by
another in the early 15th, then another in the 16th,
thirty-nine in the 17th, and twenty-one in the 18th,
besides a few in the 19th century. Some of these, to
be sure, are duplicates, and others are simply slight
variations of extant originals, but a number are inde-
pendent versions of not a little value,

Whether in Ms, or printed copies only, they have
now all been named and arranged in classes, or families,
according to their dates and importance; and these
again have been subdivided into branches, the better to
compare their different readings and to estimate their
value both individually and generally.®? The researches
of Begemann in this field were not only memorable but
astonishing, all the more so because, as a German, he so
thoroughly mastered the language in which the Old
Charges were written as to be able, more than once, to
locate and give date to a document by its peculiar ac-
cent and dialect. Surely, few feats of scholarship in
the annals of the Fraternity can surpass such an
achievement, for which every Masonic student should
be deeply grateful.

FOREINORD

The Old Charges were, in fact, a part of the ritual
of Operative Masonry, being read or recited to the
initiate upon his advent into the Order, to which, with
whatever other secret sign or teaching was communi-
cated, he subscribed in an obligation. The obligation,
as will be seen in the following pages, was very simple,
congisting of only two or three sentences—sometimes
of only one sentence—followed by none of the elaborate
penalties afterwards imposed when the Craft passed
out of its operative period. Evidently, our ancient
Brethren relied upon the greater moral penalties which
affect and influence the human soul: namely, the terror
of being forsworn and scorned as a dishonored man and
Mason, the horrors of an outraged conscience, and the
just and awful anger of the infinite Deity whose pres-
ence was invoked as a witness on the “holy contents of
this Book.”

As all anthorities agree, the tiny, faded, time-
stained booklet which we herewith present, is the oldest
Masonic book, the earliest printed copy of the Constitu-
tions of the operative Freemasons. Hughan holds it to
be such, with which Woodford agrees when he says,
“Until some reliable evidence can be produced of their
actual publication, we must be content to accept Rob-
ert’s Edition of 1722 as the first printed issue of the
Constitutions.” The only possible exception are the
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excerpts from the “William Watson MS” printed by Dr.
Robert Plot, author of “The Natural History of Staf-
fordshire,” in 1686." Speaking of this little booklet,
Brother Spencer, who originally owned it, remarked in
1871, that, as far as lic could ascertain, it is unique:
“It came into my possession about a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, bound up at the end of a scarce 1723 edition
of the Constitutions; and from that time I have been
searching for another unsuccessfully. On making in-
quiry I learn that the work is unknown at the British
Museurm, the Dodleian, and other public Libraries.”
Hughan adds,” “At the sale of his (Spencer’s) Masonic
Library in 1875, it was purchased by me for the late
Lir. Bower, of Keokuk, Towa. This pamphlet is now in
the Library of the Grand Lodge of Towa, being one of
the most valuable books of the celebrated ‘Bower Col-
lection.”

Printed one year before the Constitutions of the
Grand Lodge of England, and being, as Hughan holds,
an “exclusively operative” document, it stands at the
parting of the ways between Operative and Speculative
Masonry. One has only to read it alongside the Con-
stitutions of 1723, to see how profound and far-reach-
ing the transformation from the old Masonry to the
new really was.® Of its contents Hughan writes:

FOREWORD

“The text leans more to the Grand Lodge MS, No. 2, than
to the Harleian No. 1942, though substantially it represents both
documents. Robert’s Charges run I to XXVI, then follow (a)
the brief and long ‘obligations,’ (b) ‘This Charge belongeth to
Apprentices’ (I to X), and (¢) the ‘Additional Orders’ (I to VII),
(d) concluding with a repetition of the longer Obligation. The
word omitted in Rule XXIII, apparently because the Editor failed
to read it, is supplied in the two MSS, named, as ‘erred.’

The ‘Additional Orders and Constitutions’ are declared to
have been ‘made and agreed upon at a General Assembly held at
on the Eighth Day of December, 1663’; but evidently
this guess was not explicit enough for Dr. Anderson, as he states
in ‘Constitutions’ 1738, that the Earl of St. Albans’ held a Gen-
eral Assembly and Feast on St. John's Day, 27th Dec., 1663,
when these regulations were made. One romance is as good or
worthless as the other; and like the claim of Roberts, that the
MS he copied from, was then about 500 years old, is only quoted
not to show how Masonic ‘History’ was written at that period.”™

Why it was published at all has led to some inter-
esting speculations, one of which, by Albert Pike, being
to the effect that “English Masonry, in 1717, and after-
wards to 1745, had for one of its purposes, at least, if
not the chief one, to sustain the Act of Parliament set-
tling the succession and excluding the Stuarts and all
Papists; and that by the Chiefs of the Order, at least,
it was enlisted in the support of the House of Han-
over.”' Whether this was so or not we need not stop
to argue, but it adds interest to the little booklet which
Pike surmises is so scarce because it was suppressed;
and it may well provoke a desire to study anew the era
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in which it appeared. What influence, if any, it had on
the ritual mongers of the time, by whom Gould thinks
it was carefully studied," is another question into
which it 'may repay us to inquire. Interesting in itself,
valuable as a sign of the times in which it was printed,
and fruitful of problems worthy of study, the Society
sends it forth in the hope that it will provoke further
research and bring more truth to light.

10ld Charges of British Frezmasons, by W. J. Hughan, 2nd
Edition.
2Tbid.
_ “Transactions Quatuor Coronati Lodge, Vol. 1; also Quatuor
Coronatorum Antigrapha. - -
*0ld Charges, by Hughan, preface 1872 edition,
“History of Masonry, by Gould, Chapter VII; also Early
Printed Literature Referring to Freemasonry, by H.J. Whymper.
50ld Constitutions, by Spencer, p. XXII.
“Hughan, p. 122, "
fConstitutions, by Anderson.
“Hughan, p. 122,
100fficial Bulletin Supreme Couneil Southern Jurisdiction, Vol,
1, pp. 491, 632, ]
1Collected Essays, p. 246,

J.F.N.
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. Fourth Chapter of enefrs, who had two'
. Wives, the onc called 4z, the other
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‘whereon the faid Sciences were written,

~ after the faid Deluge :
 Almighty, that the Great Hermarmes,

It fo pleafed God

whofc Son Tanie was, who wasthe Son
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faid Hermarmes was afterwards called
Hermes, the Father of Lamie, he found
one of the two Pillars of Stone. He

- found thefe Sciences written thereon, and -

taught them to other Men. And at the

- Tower of Babylon, Mafunry was much
“made on ; for the King of Babylon, whe

was Nemorth, was a Mafon, and ferv'd .
the Science ; and when the City of * Nj-
nevab, and other Cities of the Faft,

 fhould be built, Nemorth fent thither

Threefcore Mafous, at the Defire of the

King of Nimevah; and when they went #

forth, he gave them a Charge after this
imanner, That they fhould be truc one to
another, and iove one another, that he

-, might have Worthip by them in fending

thera to his Cozen the King. He alfo
gave them Charge concerning their Sci-
ence ; and then it was the firlt time that
any Mafon had Charge of his Work, - Al-
fo dbrabam. and Sarah bis Wife, went

- into Bgypt, and taught the BEgyptians the.
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Country of _‘?quc_tlgm,,where they began ‘And it happer’d that'a curious Malon
a Temple, which is now called the Tem- named Memongrecus, - that had been at !

the building of ‘Solomon's Temnple, came
into Framce, and taught the Science of
Mafonry to the Frenchmen; and there
was a King of France called Carolus
Martel, who loved greatly Mafonry, who
fent for the faid Memangrocts, and learn-
ed ofshim the faid Seicuces, and became
one of the Fraternity; and thereupom .
began great Works, and liberally did pay
his Workmen: He confirm’d unto them ,
a large Charter, and was yearly prefent
* at their Affembly, which was a great Ho-
nour and Encouragement unto them ;and -
thus came the Science into FErance. . .
The Knowledge of Mafonry was un-
known in Engfand until St. Alban came
thither, who inftructed the King in the
faid Science of Mafomyy, ‘and alfo in Di-
vinity, who was 2 Pagar : -He walled-
the Town now calied St. Alhan'; he be-
came in high Favout with the King, an=il .o
{fomuch that he was Knighted, and made ¥
the ing’s Chief Steward, and the Reéalm -~
was governed by him under the faid King,
He greatly cherifhed and loved Mafons,
2nd traly paid them their Wages Weskly,
which was 3 5. 64. the Week. He glfo ' s
purchafed for them 4 Charter from the & =
' B ‘o Xing

- fle of Ferufalem: And King David
oved Mafons well and cherif'd them,

* for he gave them good Payment, and
~gave them a Charge, as Euclydes .had
* given them before in Figyps, and further,
as hereafter followeth; and after the
Deceafe, of King David, Solpmon his
Son fnifhed the Temple that his Father
had began; he fent for Mafons of divers
Nations, to the Number of Four and

: Twenty Thoufand, of which Numbér
2 Four Thoufand were eledted and created
Mafters and Governors of the Work. And

there was a King of another Region or
Country, called Hiram, who loved well

King Solomon, 4nd he gave him Timber

for the Work ; and he had a Son called

Amon, and he was Mafter of Geometry,

and he was chief Mafter of ‘all his Mafons,

of Carving-Work, and of all other -Work

of Mafonry that belong'd to the Temple,

as appears by the Bible in Lib. Regum

Cap. 4. And King Solomon conﬁnne§ all
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Things concerning Mafoss, that David
+ his Father ha(.‘»'FVen in Charge; and
+ then Mafons did ravel divers Countries,
p fogne to augment their Knowledge in the &
faid Art, and to inftrué others. - ¢
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Saying thus by way of Exhortation,

_ Y loving and rcfpe&ed F'ﬁie'rids and

3 Brethren, 1 humbly befeech yon, -
as you love your Soul's eternal Weltare,
your Credit, and your Country’s Good, . -
to be very Careful in Obfervation of thefe .

- ‘Articles that, I am about to read to this

Depoiient ; for ye are obliged to perform

~ thém as' well as he, fo hoping of your .
Care hereiny 1 will, by God's Grace, be~.
- gin th_c' Charge, A SR 3

T a5 _I. am to admonifh yon to honour God
in his boly Church; that you ufe no He-

refy, Schifin and Error in your Under-
flandings, or difcredit Men's Teachings.
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. 11 'To be true to our Sovercign I.oxd
the King, his Heirs and lawful Succeflors;
committing no Freafon, Mifprition of
"Treafon, or Feloily ; and if any Man {hail
commit Treafon that you know of, you
$hall forthwith give Notice thereof to his
Majefty, his Privy Counfellors, or fome

- other Perfon that hath Commiffion to et '

quire thereof.

TIL You fhall be trae to your Fellows.

- and Brethren of the Science of Mafonry,

- and de unto them as you would be done

|

€

: unto.

- IV. You fhall keep Secret the obfeurs
and intricate Parts of the Science, not
difclofing them to any but fuch as fudy

~and ufe the fame. f

N .¥:ou.{haﬂ do. vour Work traly and

faithfnlly, endeavouring the Profic and
" Advantage of him that is Owner of the

faid Work. ._ :
VI You fhall ca]l.: Mafons your Tel-

~lows and Erethren, without Addition of

Kaaves, or other bad Language.
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- VIL You fhall not' take your Neigh-
- bour’s Wife Willinoufly, nor his Daughter,
nor his Maid or his Servant, to ufe un-

" VIIL You fhall not carnally lye with

-

© +  any Woman that is belonging to the Houfe

- where you are at T'able.
- IX, ‘Y;;)u fhall truly pay for rour Meat
and Drink, where you are at T};blé. Al

X. You fhall not undertake any Man’s
Work, knowing yourfelf unable or undx-
pert to perform and effect the fame, that
no Difcredit or Afperfion may be imputsd
to the Science, or the Lord or Owner of
the faid Work be any wife prejudic'd. 2k

* XL You fhall not take any Work to
do at excoffive or unreafonable Rates, -
to deceive the Owner thereof, but fo as
* h2 may be truly and faithfully ferv'd with
his own Goods, - e
. XIL. You fhall fo take your Work, that
. thereby you may live honeftly, and pay
your Fellows the Wages as the Science
doth" require. - &
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XL You fhall not fupplant any of
your Fellows of their Work, (that is to
fay) if he or any of them hath or have
taken any Work upon him or them, or he
or they ftand Malter or Mafters of any
Lord or Owner’s Work, that you fhall
not put him or them out from the faid
Work, altho you perceive him or them
unable to finifh the fame.

XIV. You fhall not take any Apprentice
to ferve you in the faid. Science of Ma-
fonry, under the Term of Seven Years;
nor any but fuch as are defcended of
good and honeft Parentage, that no Scan-
dal may imputed to the faid Science of
Mafonry. :

XV. You fhall not take upon you to
make any one Mafon, without the Privieyh
‘or Confent of fix, or five at lealt of your
Yellows, and not but fuch as is Frecborn,
and whofe Parents live in good Fame and
Name, and that hath his right and per-
fect Limbs, and able of Body to attend

- the faid Science.

1

G- XVI. You
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by Mg,ht, or >r1: Occaﬂoq happen that

you muft go, you fhall not ftay paft
-Eight of the C ock, having fome of |
your Fellows,. or one at the leaft, ' ;

bear you Witnefs of the honeft Place. you £
‘were in, and your good Buhavxour, to Et
avmd Scandal. § et e

Allembly, JF you Kaow whro it is ept,
cing: withi -'1-‘ Miles fha “Place of
fubmitnng your felf to the
 Fellows, “wherein you
.+ 0 ma‘ke {af ti‘ :




defray their reafonable «Charges to the
next Lodge. = S

~ XXVI. You fhall truly attend yout
Work, and truly end th: fanre, whether
. it be Task ot Journey-Work, if you
- may have the Payment and Wages ae-
cording to your Agreement made with the
Mafter or Owner thereof. e

All thefe Articles and Charge, which |
I have now read unto -you,nyou {hall

well and truly obferve, perform and
keep to the beft of your Power,
_ and Knowledge, So help you God,
and the true and holy Contents of
this Book. *' :
B
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where you fhall be at Table or at

Work.

'IX You fhall not maﬁy, or contrack
- yourfelf to any Woman during your
. Apprenticefhip.

~ X. You fhall not fteal any Man’s Goods,
- 'but efpecially your, Mafter’s, or any of
" his Fellow Mafons, nor fuffer any to
~ fleal their Goods, but iball hinder the

Felon, if you can; and if you cannot, .
then you (hall acquaint the faid Mafter and

his Fellows prefently.

]
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Additional Orders and Confti-
tutions made and agreed up-
on at a General Affembly
© held at cammnmmmm 01 The
Eighth Day of December,
| 10072, A

L "HAT' no Perfon, of what Degree

: foever, be accepted a Free
Mafon, unlefs he fhall have a Lodge
of five Free-Mafons at the leaft, where-
of one to be a Mafter or Warden of.
that Limit or Divifion where fuch Lodge
ihall be kept, and another to be a
Workman of the Trade of Free-Ma-

- fonry.

_II. That no Porfon hereafter fhall-
be accepted a Free-M. fm, but fuch as
, are
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 are of able Body, honeft Pafentage, gobd
Reputatiort, and Obfervers of the Laws

of the Land.

WL That no Perfon hereafter, which
~fball be accepted a Free-Mafon, fhall be
admitted into any Lodge, or Affembly, -
‘until he hath brought a Certificate of

the Time and Place of his Acception,
from the Lodge that accepted him, un-
to: the Mafter of that Limit and Divi-
fion, where fuch Lodge was kept,
which faid Mafter fhall cnroll the fame
on Parchment in a Roll o be kept for
that Purpofe, and give an Account of

~all fuch Acceptions, at every General

Affembly.

s .
IV. That cvery Perfon, who is now-

a Free-Mafon, thall bring to the Mafter

- a Note of the Time of his Acception,

to the cnd the fame may ‘be enroiled
in. fuch Priority of Piace, as the Perfon
deferves, and to the end the whole Com-

_pany and Fellows may the better know

each other.,

V. 'I"hat for the future tl;c faid So-w
‘ciety, Company and Fraternity of Free-
M : jfﬂ’fmo b LY
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one Maﬁﬁf{amh many Warde
e faid Compan
chufe at every

That no Perfon fhall be acczpted
a %e&-Maf&% unlefs '%: ‘be One and
Twenty Years Old, or more. e

V1L That no Perfon hereafter be ace
cepted a Free-Mafon, or know the Se- -

crets of the faid Socicty, until he {hall -

Yiarly General Affome
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have firft taken the Oath of Secrecy here =

ot RSO

Gov Almighty, anu of mp Feilolbg
and Xzethren heve pelent, promile
and veclare, That F Mokl not at

any Time bereafter by anp Act 02
- CirciumGance, Wwbatfocbey, divedtly.

oz idivectly, publifh, dilcober, e
pral 02 make knoton any of the-

e Seerits, Pavitios 02 Coun-
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