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405 Cedar St., WO oo, 6:30 P.M.



A Tribute to Donald E. Mayer
By Robert H. “Bud” Erickson P.G.M.

Donald E. Mayer was a man of high integrity, honor and dignity.

Brother Mayer was a life-long resident of Southeast lowa where he was born on November 8, 1933
and raised in Van Buren County in the town of Farmington, where he graduated from high school.
He was a carpenter/contractor in Farmington, then moved to Fort Madison to apply his trade.
Brother Mayer married Rose M. Coleman on November 9, 1988 at Nashua. He has two daughters
Allison and Diane. He was a member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. He was a Veteran of the
United States Army, serving from 1956-1958.

Don’s theme in office as Grand Master was “ Be a Builder “ and as he completed an ongoing five
year plan to raise 2000 members by the end of 2005, he was proud to announce that he exceeded
that goal.

He was very instrumental in challenging members to use existing programs to enhance membership.

Don received his three degrees of Masonry in Claypoole Lodge No. 13 at Fort Madison where he
was raised on July 25, 1969. He served as Worshipful Master and held all lodge offices except
Tyler. His service to the Grand Lodge included wearing the Purple of the Fraternity as Grand
Marshal in 1981-1982; Senior Grand Warden 1995-1996; and Deputy Grand Master, 2001-2002.
Don served as Grand Master of Masons of lowa 2004-2005.

His committee work included Visitor's Committee 1985-1986, the Committee on Division and
Reference, 1986-1987 and Chairman of the Division and Reference 2003-2004. The Grand Charity
Board 2000-2003. He held District Lecturer’s Certificate No. 2735.

He was a member of Davenport Scottish Rite. His York Rite membership was in Potowonek
Chapter No. 28, R.A.M. at Fort Madison, Zerubbabel Council No. 22 R. & S.M. at Burlington; and
Delta Commandery No. 51 K.T.at Fort Madison. He was a member of Kaaba Shrine at Davenport,
Research Lodge No. 2, the Southeast lowa MI-DL Club, the Lee County Craft School and the Fort
Madison Temple Board. He was awarded the DeMolay Legion of Honor in 2003.

Donald Mayer laid down the working tools of life on Thursday, February 7, 2019. The Masonic
Memorial Service was held Sunday, February 24, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. at Barr Memorial Chapel
in Fort Madison, lowa. May the Great Architect of the Universe look over this good and faithful
servant and welcome him home to that house not made with hands eternal in the Heavens.




Grand Master’s Message
“Be A Mason”

Welcome?

One of the points of my program this year is to be aware of your Masonic
experience and the Masonic experience you are creating for others. This
article is meant to give you some food for thought about your lodge. Which of
the following best describes your lodge?

Before becoming Grand Master, | had a chance to just stop in and visit
lodges. One time | got to a lodge a little early, so | sat in the car waiting for
the lodge to be opened. It was during warm weather, so | had the window
down. As two brothers walked past one said to the other “what’s he doing
here?” You can imagine how welcome | felt. How often do we unintentionally
do something that makes our brothers feel the same way?

| recently asked a group of lodge officers if their lodge was a “welcoming”

lodge. Everyone raised their hands that they had a “welcoming” lodge. This
was to be expected. | am sure you feel the same way about your lodge, but does everyone feel
welcome in your lodge?

Today most lodges feel fortunate to have ten percent of their members attend their meetings. We
wonder why we don’t see a brother more than once after his Third degree. Most people will not go
where they do not feel welcome. There can be other causes for lack of attendance but one of the
things we can control is how welcome someone feels in our lodge.

| had the opportunity to visit the Grand Lodge of Missouri. Having been Grand Master for less than
twenty-four hours, traveling alone, and wearing a Masonic shirt | stopped to get gas. While | was filling
the car, | noticed a man standing by the door to the station. He appeared to be waiting for his wife.
When | approached the door to the store the man greeted me with a smile and a warm “Hello Brother”.
We visited for a little while. Just taking the time to visit with me made me feel welcome.

We all know how to make someone feel welcome. The question is do we take the time to do it? Do
we treat our brothers like we would want to be treated if the roles were reversed? These questions
are easy to answer but, if you are like me, to make the answers a reality takes constant attention and
continued growth.

Let us not forget to strive to make everyone who enters our lodge feel welcome.

Fraternally yours,

Terry E. Osborne
Grand Master of Masons in lowa




Grand Master's One Day Class
Saturday, April 27, 2019

Des Moines Scottish Rite Center

519 Park Street
Des Moines, lowa

Registration Deadline
April 15, 2019
$100.00 Registration Fee



Chapter 15, Section 8b, Laws for Subordinate Lodges Towa Official Form No, 45

APPLICATION FOR CANDIDATE TO PARTICIPATE IN

A GRAND MASTER'S ONE-DAY CLASS
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Section A: Date:
Mo. Day Year
Name of Candidate
First Middle Last
Mailing Address , lowa -
P.O. Box or Street Address City Zip Code

Lodge No. Location , Towa.

Name City
Birth Date Occupation
I , respectfully submit this application to participate in the Grand

Candidate’s Signature

Master's One-Day Class to be held at , lowa, on

Mo. Day Year

Section B - This section must be completed only if the Candidate has been Initiated or Passed.
(If no degrees have been conferred, please skip this Section)

Initiated on in No. Location , lowa
Mo. Day Year Lodge City

Passed on mn No. Location , lowa
Mo.  Day Year Lodge City

[f the previous degrees were conferred by any other lodge than the lodge completing this application, or a
lodge that has consolidated with your lodge, please show the date the Brother was elected into your lodge
for Advancement and Membership:

Mo, Day Year

Section C - This Section must be completed for all One-Day Class Candidates

Date of Election

Mo. Day Year

All membership fees have been paid in full by the candidate.

Signed: S Lodge No.
o Secretary

The Grand Master's One-Day Class fee shall accompany this Application.

The above information has been verified by the Office of the Grand Secretary:

Grand Secretary or Deputy Grand Secretary
(This form must be received in the Office of the Grand Secretary a minimum of 10 days prior to attending a Grand
Master’s One-Day Class.)



Grand Lodge of ITowa Upgrades Membership Management

On February 1, 2019, the Grand Lodge Office upgraded

to the lowa Grand Lodge Masonic Membership Manager

software by Grand View Systems. The Grand Secretary and

Grand Lodge office staff have been working with Grand View
Systems to convert thousands of records to the new database. The system will allow office staff and
lodge secretaries the ability to update member histories and statuses in real time. Currently 58
lodge secretaries are listed as Lodge Adminstrators and may update member data directly. There
are many features of the system that are being turned on, tested and utilized during this transition
period. Normal Monthly Returns and other information may be sent to the Grand Lodge as before and
the Grand Lodge office staff will enter the data on behalf of the Lodge. All lowa Masons may create
an account on the system to view their Masonic history and memberships and update changes in
personal contact information. Instruction on account creation located on page 17. More information
on the system and secretary training opportunities will be distributed throughout the year and you may
contact the Grand Lodge Office.

System Highlights
Safe Secure Reliable

When implementing new technology into an existing organization we’ve found, too often, that privacy
and security have taken a back seat to functionality. Just because you need a password to log in or
get permission to join a group doesn’t mean the data is secure.

At Grand View we take security and privacy seriously in everything we do. From maintaining
applications and patching servers to verifying encryption and access control, we take the worry out
of implementing new functionality. Our systems are hosted and stored in our own data centers on our
own database servers. We have stringent backup and disaster recovery processes that are managed
and maintained by our team of system administrators.

Membership Management

With Grand View Software your organization can manage all of your membership records from an
intuitive web based interface. Information is updated in real time and the software promotes distributed
data entry and management by allowing lodge secretaries to interact directly with the database. There
is no need to worry about data integrity as the software is engineered to retain historical information
so if a secretary or user makes an error, that change is easily corrected or rolled back to the previous
state. There is also a verification system where all changes can be reviewed and approved through
the Grand Lodge.

Here are a few of the membership management features:

History of all contact information and addresses, Member Photos, Member Events, Member Offices,
Member Communication Preferences, Online Member Education, Online Dues Payment and
Donations, Member Dues and Donations Accounting

Lodge Management

With Grand View software, lodge management is a snap and many of the time consuming functions
of a lodge secretary are automated for speed, accuracy, and efficiency.

Lodge Information, Lodge Officers, Correspondence, Events, Member Rosters, Forms, Processes,
Educational Materials, and Financials.

Lodge Locator

Grand View has a powerful Lodge Locator built into the system and uses the real time information
stored in the lodge record. This means that changes are made instantly and easily.

The lodge locator functionality includes robust and intuitive search features, as well as a map-based
search where lodge details can be quickly and easily found by traveling brethren.






Brothers Curt and Keith Braafhart Raised at Trinity Lodge No. 208

Trinity Lodge No. 208 in Davenport hosted a Grand Lodge Third
Degree for Brothers Curt and Keith Braafhart. Curt and Keith are the
sons of Donald Braafhart long time secretary and Brother to Brian
who is also a member of the Lodge. Worshipful Master David France
was in the East to open Lodge and conferred the First Section on both
Brothers.

Grand Master Terry E. Osborne was conducted to the East and

received the private Grand Honors. The Grand Lodge Officers

conferred the Second Section of the Third Degree with Grand Master
Terry E. Osborne in the East. The Charge was given by Senior Grand Warden Neil R. Paulsen.
Grand Master Osborne presented Brothers Curt and Keith with their lapel pins, their own personal
working tools, and a ball caps. Brothers Curt and Keith thanked everyone for being there and being
a part of their degree and that they are proud to be Masons, just like their father.

Grand Lodge Officers closed the Lodge with Deputy Grand Master William W. Post in the East.

Fellowship Lodge No. 549 Honors 50 Year Masons

Brothers from Fellowship Lodge No. 549 at Sharon Center
gathered together to recognize their 50 Year members.
Brothers Phil Winborn, Tom Weeber, Gordon Hinz, and Roger
Stutsman gathered together and enjoyed a smoked pork rib
dinner prepared by Ron Stutsman. Brother Ryan Smalley read
the minutes from when they were raised to the sublime degree
of a Master Mason. Each Brother was presented with his 50
Year Certificate and pin.

Grand Chaplain Timothy D. Bonney

November 17, 2018 as Masons gathered in Des Moines to honor Grand
Chaplain Timothy D. Bonney. Legacy Lodge No. 678 hosted the
reception. The lodge hosted a social hour with tea and coffee.

The Masons moved to the Lodge Room for the receiving and
introduction of Grand and Past Grand Lodge Officers after Worshipful
Master Thomas D. Cox had opened the lodge. Committeemen were
Brothers Shane Harshbarger and Kevin Smith. Grand Master Terry E.
Osborne was received and introduced with Shane Harshbarger and
Kevin Smith as committeemen. Grand Chaplain Bonney was received
and introduced with Brothers Shane Harshbarger and Kevin Smith as
committeemen. The honored brother was in the East as the Grand
Lodge Officers closed Legacy Lodge No. 678.

After the Lodge closed all moved to the dining room for dinner and a

program. Grand Master Osborne introduced his Grand Lodge Officers and the Past Grand Masters.
Tom Cox introduced the Officers of Legacy Lodge. Right Worshipful Brother Bonney spoke about
his Masonic journey and what Masonry has meant to him. The evening concluded with the Grand
Chaplain Timothy D. Bonney giving the Benediction.



1st Annual

lowa Masonic Academic Bowl
Sponsored by the

o ed | omcdlim md lmnaam & T G A ki

« Open to lowa High School Quiz Bowl leams
« 2 Divisions based on enrollment
 Prize money to the top finishing programs

Saturday March 9, 2019

Waukee High School
555 SE University Ave
Waukee, lowa 50263
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DeMolay on Display at Grand Lodge
by Bill Kreuger

The year 2019 not only marks the 175th anniversary of the Grand Lodge of
lowa, it also marks the 100th anniversary of the Order of DeMolay. In 1919 an
international youth fraternity for young men and boys was founded in Kansas
City, Missouri. Frank S. Land, a prominent Mason there founded the Order.
It began with 9 members from the Kansas City area and has grown into an
international organization. The Order of DeMolay is a Masonic sponsored
organization for boys ages 12 to 21, and no relation to a Mason is required to
join. It provides young men with the opportunity to learn leadership and social
skills. DeMolay derives its name from Jacques DeMolay, the last Grand Master
of the Knights Templar.
In March, the Grand Lodge will open its new exhibit, entitled “Order of
DeMolay: a 100 Year Retrospective.” The exhibit includes artifacts and materials showcasing
DeMolay’s beginnings in Kansas City to the present. One of the items included in the exhibit is a
brochure advertising the new Order of DeMolay that was published in 1919 in Kansas City. It is
described as a “club for sons of Masons and their chums.” That initial group was sponsored by the
Scottish Rite Bodies of Kansas City (Missouri).

Other exhibit items include a certificate from one of the first members of the Cedar Rapids Chapter,
Charles F. Ely. The certificate, dated June 17, 1921, was signed by Frank S. Land. It was sponsored
by lowa Consistory No. 2, A.A.S.R. in Cedar Rapids. Many items of regalia including medallions and
jewels will be featured in the exhibit. Several were owned by Bill Durow, who served as State Master
Councilor for lowa in 1964. Later Brother Durow worked for the Grand Lodge of lowa and was in
charge of the Lodge Service Committee.

The exhibit is being constructed in the old Lodge Service Committee office, across the hall from
the Library’s entrance. It may become a semi-permanent exhibit gallery devoted to the Order

of DeMolay International. We hope that you will have an opportunity to visit and see this new
exhibition.

Past Master’s Night at Newton

Newton Lodge No. 59 held its annual Past Master’s Night on November 8. Grand Master Terry E.
Osborne and the Grand Lodge Officers were invited for a Reception

and Third Degree for Brother Cliff Sorbo and raised him to the Sublime

degree of a Master Mason.

Following social time, the Masons moved to the lodge room where
Worshipful Master William Black opened lodge. Past Masters
conferred the First Section with Anthony Oxley in the East and
Brother Richard Gibson as Senior Deacon. Worshipful Master Black
introduced the Past Masters and thanked them for their service to the
lodge and to the Fraternity. The Masons then moved to the dining
room for a dinner that was prepared and served by members of
Newton Chapter No.100, O.E.S.

The Masons returned to the lodge room where the Grand and Past
Grand Lodge Officers were received and introduced with Brothers
Anthony Oxley and Wade Sheeler as Committeemen. Grand Master
Osborne was received and introduced with Brothers Wade Sheeler
and Anthony Oxley as Committeemen.

Grand Master Terry E. Osborne was in the East for the Second Section. Deputy Grand Master
William W. Post gave the Charge. Grand Master Osborne presented a lapel pin and other items to
Brother Sorbo. Brother Sorbo thanked everyone for being part of his special night.

Deputy Grand Master William W. Post was in the East to close Newton Lodge No. 59.
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Jason Griffin Raised at Wapello Lodge No. 5

Wapello Lodge No. 5 in Wapello held a Third degree for Brother Jason Giriffin.
Brother Jason Delzell opened lodge and conferred the first section of the Third
degree. Brother John Witt was Senior Deacon.

Prior to the Degree, everyone enjoyed a Ribeye Steak or Pork dinner. After
the first section Grand Master Terry E. Osborne was conducted to the East
and received the private grand honors of masonry. The Grand Lodge Officers
conferred the Second Section of the Third Degree with Grand Master Osborne
in the East. Grand Secretary Craig L. Davis gave the Charge. Brother Delzell
presented Jason with his own set of working tools. Grand Master Osborne
presented Brother Griffin with his lapel pin and a Masonic ball cap. Brother
Griffin thanked everyone for being there and being a part of his degree. After
the lodge was closed everyone enjoyed homemade bars and ice cream.

Grand Lodge Officers closed the lodge with Deputy Grand Master William W. Post in the East.

John Griffin Receives his 50 Year Membership

Brother John Griffin came back to Evening Shade Lodge No. 312
in Spencer to receive his 50 Year Membership. Brother Griffin
lives in Washington, Georgia. Pictured below are Worshipful
Master Justin Jorgensen, Brother John Griffin and his wife Cheri.
He thanked the membership for his certificate and maintaining a
beautiful building.

Paul Searles Receives 50 Year Certificate
by Jim Boelman

Tex R. Heyer, Past Grand Treasurer and 63 year Mason is pictured with
Paul Searles and Garret Crandall. Tex helped raise Paul Searles to the
Sublime Degree of a Master Mason and presented him with his 50 year
certificate. Paul was in Brother Heyer’s 7th grade science class where
he developed an interest in science and went on to become a doctor. He
delivered 965 babies during his practice. Brother Heyer also presented
the Bible to our newest member Brother Garrett Crandall, who is also a
teacher in the North Fayette Valley school district.

Signet Lodge No. 264 Host Annual Christmas Dinner

..
The Brothers from Signet Lodge No. 264 in Carroll continue their Annual Christmas Dinner. People
come from Carroll, Lake View, Churdan and even Ames for this event. On Christmas Day the Lodge
serves nearly 300 meals. The people are treated to a turkey, ham, potatoes, dressing, vegetables,
rolls, pie and other selections. The Christmas Masonic dinner was prepared with help from
Fareway, Hy-Vee, Market on 30, Smithfield and Walmart. Signet Lodge has been holding the annual
dinner for over 25 years.

15



Santa’s little helpers
Boone County residents spread holiday cheer and brighten others’ lives.
by Lori Berglund (Staff Writer for Boone County Living Magazine)
Where would Santa be without the elves?

“Great Connections”

Even Santa needs good local connections. In Boone County, the
jolly old gent and his elves depend on a great working relationship
with area Masonic lodges to help his annual visits go smoothly.
Kelly Bruce of the Mount Olive Masonic Lodge in Boone and Dave
Cook of Star Lodge in Madrid enjoy a special working relationship
with Hiram, Santa’s head elf, as well as Santa himself. They make
sure Santa and Hiram arrive safely and care for the reindeer out
of sight while the children tell Santa their Christmas wishes. The
Masons say they are happy to help make the annual visit possible
in downtown Boone each season. The Masons even provide
small gifts for Hiram to hand out to the children after seeing Santa
in his local branch office on Story Street.

Hiram, as head elf, says it’s a joy to assist Santa and see all the m
kids and their families. “I've been serving as head elf for hundreds

of years,” Hiram says. “Santa asked me to come with him to

Boone last year for the big lighted parade. | really enjoyed it, so I'm back again, this year.”

The early onslaught of cold weather in Boone was making the North Pole visitors feel

welcome on their first visit to the community recently. “It feels like home,” Hiram says.

As head elf, Hiram says having local elves such as the Masons to work, which frees up the North

Pole elves, to finish up toys for Christmas Eve delivery.

“The Masonic lodges here provide us with treats for all the children,” Hiram explains.
“Some of the kids are shy or scared about visiting Santa —
after all, he’s a very important figure — and having a little
gift helps them relax.” The bag of gifts from the Masons
include small bears, Santa hats, little cars, and a variety
of gifts to make each child’s visit with Santa something to
remember.
“We just like to see the smiles on all their faces,” Hiram
says. “| have a great time working with Santa and doing
what we do.”
As for Masons Bruce and Cook, it is often a moving
experience to stay out of the limelight and watch Hiram and
Santa talk with the kids. “It can be very humbling to see
Santa work,” Cook says. “One time Santa told me that a
child asked him for only a new pair of jeans for Christmas.
That humbles us and makes us want to do even more to
help.”
Giving these children a happy memory and a new hope
from their chat with Santa is reward enough for men of the
Mason Lodge who serve as Santa’s local connection.

“The children mean everything to us,” Cook says. And sometimes, even an adult needs to be

a child again. Cook says he sometimes escorts Santa to people who are dying and want to see
Santa one more time. “Santa sometimes hears very sad stories,” Cook says, but he always offers a
promise of hope.
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Mylo Wells Raised at Celestial Lodge No. 413

Celestial Lodge No. 413 in Douds held a Third degree for Brother Mylo Wells.
Worshipful Master John Stookesberry opened lodge and Brother Jim Pedrick
conferred the first section of the degree. Past Master Doyle Vannoy was
Senior Deacon. Prior to the Degree, everyone enjoyed a beefburger dinner.

After the first section Grand Master Terry E. Osborne was conducted to the

East and received the private grand honors of Masonry. The Grand Lodge

Officers conferred the Second Section of the Third Degree with Grand

Master Osborne in the East. Deputy Grand Secretary Darrell G. Fremont

gave the Charge. Grand Master Osborne presented Brother Wells with his

lapel pin, his own personal working tools, and a Masonic ball cap. Brother

Wells thanked everyone for being there and being a part of his degree and

recognized his family that was present. Brother Robert Pedrick commented

that he thought this may have been the first time that the Grand Lodge
Officers had visited Celestial Lodge No. 413 to help confer a degree. = .

Grand Lodge Officers closed the lodge with Deputy Grand Master William W. Post in the East.
After the lodge was closed everyone enjoyed cake and ice cream.

Secretary Conferences 2019

Grand Secretary Craig L. Davis traveled across the state
of lowa conducting Secretary Conferences in January.
The lodges that hosted these conferences were: Empire
Lodge No. 269, Lyons Lodge No. 93, Tyrrell Lodge No.
116, Auburn-Union Park Lodge No. 592, Twilight Lodge
No. 329, Parian Lodge No. 321, Trial Lodge No. 532,
Mount Olive Lodge No. 79, Nodaway Lodge No. 140,
Prudence Lodge No. 205, Grand Lodge Library and
Museums, and George Washington Lodge No. 136.

The topics for the conferences were: a review of items in the packet, the Grand View lowa Masonic

Membership Software, and code questions.

We encourage each secretary to get registered in the lowa Masonic Membership Software and

each Mason from across the state to login and check out your own information. You can get your ID

number from your local secretary. | have put the login instructions below.

Iowa Masonic Membership Software Log-In Process
Brothers,

You will need your member ID to register and your Lodge No. that you are a member in.

To find your ID Number you can use a QR reader app on your Phone and read the QR Code on your
membership card or you can call the Grand Lodge Office.

Step 1. Enter the url for your jurisdiction [https://ia.grandview.systems/public_lodges/search]
Step 2. Click on Member Portal

Step 3. Click on Member Registration

Step 4. Enter your Lodge Number

Step 5. Enter your Member ID

Step 6. Enter your Last Name — First letter of the last name must be capitalized (e.g. Smith)
Step 7. Click on Check Membership Status

Step 8. Enter your email address

Step 9. Enter a password that you can remember [8 characters minimum]

Step 10. Enter Confirmation by entering password again

Step 11. Click on Submit

17



18



CEUAR MAFIWD, IVYWA D0 JVErs

19



Marking Iowa Masonry’s 175 years: 1844-2019
by Bill Kreuger
This year, Freemasonry in lowa turns 175, the dodransbicentennial year! Look it up and then try
to pronounce it. Freemasonry in lowa is actually older than that, going back to the first Masonic
meeting that took place in lowa territory, Freemasonry is actually almost 179 years old. The very first
Masonic meeting was noted in the lowa Territorial Gazette, dated November 5, 1840:
Masonic Notice.
“The regular members of the Masonic Fraternity of the Territory
of lowa are requested to meet at the rooms over the store of Ralston and
Patterson, near the National Hotel, in the city of Burlington, on Wednesday
evening next, 11th November, A.D. 1840, A.L. 5840 at 6 o’clock p.m.”
signed, A Mason.
In Theodore S. Parvin’s diary for November 12, 1840, he mentions attending a meeting of
Freemasons. The group included Brothers from Burlington, Mount Pleasant and Bloomington (now
Muscatine). From this was developed the first lodges in lowa, which included Burlington, Muscatine,
lowa City and Dubuque. This led to the organization of the Grand Lodge of lowa in 1844 at a
convention held in lowa City in January of that year.
The Grand Lodge of lowa has several events planned during the year. One of which is an exhibit
showcasing the history of lowa’s Grand Lodge. 175 years is a long time to cover in an exhibit, so we
are planning on covering the history by looking at some of our important Grand Secretaries. Those
include T.S. Parvin, Newton Parvin, C.C. Hunt, and others who were instrumental in the overall
development and direction of the Grand Lodge of lowa and the lowa Masonic Library and Museums
in its early years. Many of those individuals helped to make the lowa Masonic Library one of the
more important resources in the Masonic world.
The exhibit, tentatively titled “Freemasonry in lowa, 1844 to 2019: a 175 year Retrospective,” will
open in early June 2019 and will run through December. More information about this exhibit will
be forthcoming. We hope you will be able to visit the Grand Lodge of lowa and help celebrate the
dodransbicentennial.

Dalton Lauderdale Raised at Trojan Lodge No. 548

Brothers of Trojan Lodge No. 548 held a third degree for Brother Dalton

Lauderdale. Brother Dalton was in Cedar Rapids on leave from his service to our

country.

The Lodge was opened by Past Master Robert Bunting. Brother Bunting was in

the East for the First Section conferral, and Past Grand Master Donald E. Mosier

was Senior Deacon.

The Masons moved to the dining hall where Suttons Catering had prepared a

minute steak dinner with all the trimmings.

After dinner Grand Master Dennis Toby Williams was conducted to the East and
received. Most Worshipful Brother Craig L. Davis, Grand Secretary introduced the Past and Present
Grand Lodge Officers. The Grand Lodge Officers conferred the Second Section of the Third
Degree with Grand Master Williams in the East. Grand Musician John M. Klaus gave the Charge.
Grand Master Williams presented Brother Lauderdale with his lapel pin, his own personal working
tools, and a Masonic ball cap. Brother Lauderdale thanked everyone for being there.

Grand Lodge Officers closed the lodge with Deputy Grand Master Kevin A. Nelson in the East.

Leland Sargisson Receives his 50 Year Certificate

Brothers from Cosmos Lodge No. 470 at Kingsley gathered together on
November 6, 2018 to present Brother Leland Sargisson with his 50 Year
Certificate. Brothers in the photo from left to right are: Denis Stubbs, Douglas
Kock, Worshipful Master, and Leland Sargisson. Leland is a Fifth Generation
Mason.
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Celebrate the 175th Anniversary
June 21, 2019

Grand Lodge of lowa Masonic Library and Museums
813 First Avenue SE
Cedar Rapids, lowa
Live Music and Food
Ghost Tours of the Grand Lodge Library and Museums
Grant Wood Studio Tours
History Center Tours $7 Adults, $5 Children
Fire Station Museum Tours
The Celebration Starts at 5:00 p.m.

Leadership Conference
June 22, 2019

Grand Lodge of lowa Masonic Library and Museums
813 First Avenue SE
Cedar Rapids, lowa
Conference Starts at 9:00 a.m.

Featured Speakers:
Gary Leazar, P.G.M., Georgia
L. Arby Humphrey, P.G.M., Wisconsin
Craig C. Hummel, P.G.M.
William K. Paisley, P.G.T.
Jeff Clarke, Grand View
Jeremy N. Davis
$20.00 Registration, includes Lunch
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Farmer’s Lodge No. 168
by David B. Jackson

After years of research, and a cold and snowy Sunday morning to sit home and do a bit of artwork,
below is a pretty accurate depiction of what the first real Farmers Lodge No 168 lodge building
looked like. | researched the building for years, right down to the details of the lightning rods noted
in our lodge minutes! It was built in late 1866 and the lodge took actual title to the 2nd floor in March
1867. There are no known photos but a member of the A. Walton family had a crude sketch from
1920’s or 30’s, when it was a house. ke Farley who was first station agent west of lowa City on

the Underground Railroad built the store and lived there. The Farmers Lodge met in 2nd floor and
had steps going up the outside. | was able, many years ago, to actually go inside the building as it
was moved straight up north on the same road and used as a basis for Raymond Britten's house,
Raymond now being several years deceased. He told me the story of moving in this building off
the river and some lodge met in the top. When | said there were steps up the outside he took me to
one of the house additions and showed me the original part of the clapboard siding, still exposed
inside his house, and sure enough, you could see the painted outlines of the steps on the north
siding. | also researched our lodge minutes and found many entries about the place. The Marengo
Republican newspaper mentioned it in a 1871 article. And | was able to interview a few people who
remembered it when they were little kids. It was fun researching the building. This building actually
sat 100’ north of the river bank of the English River, and this view faced the road. There was a cold
storage cave 20’ south and close to the road. The road was 6’ lower then and there was an old iron
bridge across the river at that time. When they built-up the road bed and put all those culverts in, it
really changed the whole landscape, now everything floods. But this is what it would have looked
like back in the 1800’s. They used to have big deals up on the 2nd floor back in those days, when
they had only candles and oil lamps to do Degree work, and held big meals with those oysters that
only cost 23 cents! Often they did multiple degrees for various candidates up there in one night,

starting as early as 5:00 PM, staying as late as 2:00 AM, to open and close on all three degrees,
plus the actual degree work! | think | counted six or seven candidates one night! Can you imagine
coming down those steps late at night to hitch up your horse and ride home? The actual sketch |
did is much smaller than this and | scanned and blew it up, so that is why it looks a bit rough, but it
was a really sharp pencil. This is what happens when it is well below zero and snowy outside, and |
have nothing better to do! Hope you enjoy. DJ

And | found the reference to our Farmers Lodge Webb Custodian and Webb Ritual Work from our
April 1865 minutes for Farmers Lodge 168. It looks like the Webb School of Instruction was held at
Farmers Lodge every Saturday evening during the winter of 1864-65:
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Report of Nelson Rogers, Worshipful Master, to the Grand Lodge of lowa April 30, 1865:

Farmers Lodge No. 168, located at Foote P.O. lowa County, is in a flourishing condition, and doing
good and square work. The hall is in the second story of a frame building, has all the necessary
apartments for work, and is secure. Webb School of Instruction was held in the hall during the
present winter with good success and a full attendance. The officers were: Nelson Rogers, W.M.,
Preceptor; J.F. Lodwig, Sect.; and R.R. Miller, Tyler. They held their meetings every Saturday
evening, and made good progress in the Work. This new lodge will compare favorably to any lodge
in this jurisdiction and bids fair for future usefulness.

As | have moved out of the jurisdiction of my district, and will be unable to attend to the duties of
Custodian therein, | therefore respectfully offer my resignation as such, hoping there may be a more
able brother to supply the place. - Yours Fraternally, Nelson Rogers, District Deputy Custodian, 21st
District.

This history is so neat. | drive by the old place on the riverbank where the lodge used to be, every
day on the way to work. The brother who built our new lodge building in 1866, Ike Farley, was the
first station agent west of lowa City on the Underground Railroad. His virtuous sayings are still valid
today: lke Farley Quotes: “We well remember when the U.S. government warned everybody not to
feed or shelter a poor human being, who was fleeing from his task master, and who had committed
no crime whatever, except to desire personal freedom.” - Isaac Farley — April 27, 1893

“People should learn if they do not already feel, it is better to have the strength of the Union (of
States) at the sacrifice of some local interest than to have disintegration without any sacrifice. Itis a
big thing to say | am an American.” - Isaac Farley — September 7, 1893

Valentines Dinner at Star Lodge No. 115
by Kurtis Kruse, Secretary

Star Lodge Mason’s led by Jeff Fisher and Payton Pringle invited their wives/significant others/
daughters and as you can see their children were invited to a Sweetheart/Valentines meal on
Tuesday the 12th of February which turned out to be a very frigid, snowy and windy night which
may have brought the attendance down some but the families in attendance dined on spaghetti
with meat sauce, salad, garlic bread and

incredible peach, cherry and apple pies.

Drinks were provided and several Mason’s

banded together including Brian Ahrens,

Benjamin Badgley, Dave Cook and Kurt

Kruse to purchase a couple of dozen red

roses to assure every lady or gal regardless

of age left with a flower of their own. Around

40 people attended the event and plans are

already in the works to have another event

again this year for our ladies! Steve Neff and Kurt Kruse were the door prize winners of a bottle of
wine donated by another Mason Chris Hudnall from Snus Hill winery, to which they promptly gifted
to their wives.

Son Installs Father
by Steven Lames, Secretary

Last year Past Master Joe Bartusek installed his father Ron Bartusek
as Worshipful Master of Harding Lodge No. 649. This year Past Master
Joe installed Past Master Ron as Worshipful Master of Benevolence
Lodge No. 145. For the first time in Mason City history Brother Ron was
Worshipful Master of both Harding Lodge and Benevolence Lodge for
about 30 minutes.
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50 - Year Certificates Issued Since The December 2018 “Bulletin”
Congratulations to the following brothers who earned their Certificates.

Lodge

Town
Marion
Mount Pleasant
Keosauqua
Ottumwa
Ottumwa
Des Moines
Cedar Rapids
Keokuk
Davenport
Winterset
Bellevue
Indianola
Pella
Newton
Newton
Chariton
Chariton
Cedar Falls
West Union
Osceola
Clinton
Columbus Jct.
Mount Vernon

Name
Mangold, Leo C
Williams, Merlyn D
Hohl, Lloyd L
Mason, Harold E
Derby, Gary A
Oxley, Leroy E
Kopecky, Douglas J
Ewart, Leon C
Peterson, Cecil L
Calhoun, John C
Pemberton, Henry C
Curry, Larry D
Leydens, Clarence L
Briggs, William E
Jay, Donald M
Johnson, Robert W
Arnold, Richard D
Rietz, Roger N
Murrell, Robert B
Greenfield, Ralph E
Moehr, Gerald C
Lowe, Ill George R
Harrington, Paul D

Brothers are shown by Lodge No.

No.

115

121

139
167
174
205
205
221

226
226
228
228
228
229
230
230
235
249
269
273
299
315
335

Lodge

Town
Madrid
Panora
Springville
Wilton
Malcom
Algona
Algona
Davenport
Mediapolis
Mediapolis
Humeston
Humeston
Humeston
Attica
Ollie
Ollie
Winfield
Ames
Ottumwa
Grinnell
Perry
Saint Charles
Carson

Name
Hurst, Jimmy D
Bruckshaw, John
McCormick, Vernon R
Hanssen Jr, Walter L
Wylie, Randall R
Hayes, Kirk M
Hauswirth, Richard P

Skeppstedt, Richard W

Bush, David D
Loper, Willard M
Goben, Fredrick W

Gunzenhauser, David S

Gunzenhauser, Paul E
Van Gilst, Gary J
Fye, John L
Bottorff, Ross A
Haines, Lee G
Alexander, Garry J
Pilcher, Bruce L
Paul, Gary W
Rubin, William T
Camp, James D
Nilan, Gary L
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No.

398
407
412
412
413
419
454
505
522
538
548
562
626
628
630
632
632
636
654
657
662
675
677

Town
Odebolt
Altoona
Griswold
Griswold
Douds
Sanborn
Woodward
Albia
Creston
Renwick
Hiawatha
Whiting
Bettendorf
Norwalk
Des Moines
Des Moines
Des Moines
Ankeny
Des Moines
Des Moines
Sioux City
Davenport
DeWitt

Lodge

Name
Turin Jr, Herbert J
Murphy, James L
Croxell, Ronald J
Johnson, Allan E
Witt, Robert S
Wegener, David L
Noland, Emmett L
Dicks, Jon H
Reeve, James L
Christensen Jr, Robert H
Stephens, James D
Waugh, Larry A
Hanssen, Henry D
Hymer, Edwin D
Crawford, Donald L
Osborn, Clarence D
Schultz, Terry A
Spahr, Roger W
Steinhart, Wilmer E
Pherigo, Timothy L
Higman Jr, Harold C
Reid, William E
Mumm, Dennis C



