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Iy. THE TITLE DEEDS OF THE
TUDENTS fumiliar with the rep-
resentative literature of Freema-

sonry unhesitatingly give William
James Hughan the greatest possible
eredit for his able and fruitful labors
on the “Old Charges”” This term is
deseriptive of the manuseript docu-
ments upon which the early post-1717
historical treatises of Freemasonry
are based, such us the account in
Anderson’s New Book of Constitutions,
~ (1738) which in itself was copied and
gaenpied until a more eritical school of
Masonic writers rose about 1860.
. Of all the writers on the Old

Charges, Hughan of England is easily
" {he foremost. Blessed with time and
avility, as well as independent means,
he devoied his life to Masonic re-
seurch, sveeializing on the old docu-
ments which have heen well termed
the title deeds of the Fraternity. He
was ably seconded in later years by
Wilhelm Begemann of Germany; since
the death of these capable brethren,
(and their assoclates, Gould, Rylands,
and Speth), the work has been car-
yvied on by later members of Quatuor
Corenzti Lodge, among whom Broth-
ors Roderick H. Baxter, Tionel Vibert
and the Rev. Herbert Poole are de-
gerving of special mention.

When Hughan wrote The Oid
Churges of British Freemasons (first
edition 1872), about twenty of them
 were known; in 1895, when a new and
eplarged edition of the same work was
published, sixty-five had been discov-
gred. Today there ave approximately
pinety copies extant, with ten more
reeorded as ‘‘missing manuscripts.”
They range in date from the oldest,

CRAFT: THE “OLD CHARGES.

the Regius (Halliwell) MS., circa 1390,
to the Tunnah MS, of 1828,

Nature of the Documents

Wrilten on parchment and also on
paper, the Old Charges vary in form
and size. Some are bound like books;
others are in rolls, the sheets form-
ing them having heen sewn end to
end; they extend to eight feet and
more when fully unrolled. Facsimiles
of a number of the choicest specimens
have been made by Quatuor Coronati
Lodge No. 2076 of London, available
in six volumes of Masonic Reprints, or
as the work is better known, Quatuor
Coronatorum Antigrapha. Tive of the
old rolls have also been executed on
Japan paper, and arve faithful copies in
size, form, color and text of the origi-

nals. A set of these iz available for
refevence at the Jowa Masonie Li-
brary.

Generally speaking, the Old Charges
consist of three parts. The first is
usually an opening prayer or invocu-
tion; the second, a “history” of the
Craft, entirely legendary and to be s0
regarded; the third, text dealing with
the duties of Masons, as set forth in
statutes, regulations and admonilions.

A typical invoeation is the one in
the Grand Lodege MS., A. D, 1632:

The Mighie of the Father of Heuven and
yir wysdome of ye glorious Sonne through
ve grace and ye goodness of ye holy
ghost ¥t bee iliree pgons in one God, be
wh us at or beginning and glve us grace

g0 a8 to povene us here in or lyving that
wee may eome (o hie bliss that never shall
linve cruling, Amen,

Following the invocation (missing
from some of the versions), the fext
goes on with an historical aecount of
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~ the Cruft, which is purely legendary.

The older versions start out very
guaintly in somewhat similar form

~and style; the manuseript just quoted
- continues:

Gomd Drethren and fellowes our pur-
pose 18 to tell you howe & o what mann

wise this woorthy eruftl of massonrie was

Began and witerwards howe yt was kept by
woorthy Ki.ngs and Prynces & by many
other worshipful men and alse o those
thet Lee helre we will chardge ye by the
ehardges that longith to evy free masson
W kespe, for in good faithe, und Lhey lake
goad heed to yt, yl i8 woorthy to be well
kepie, Tor ¥i is a woorthy Crafte and a
curigus seience, for their bee seavin lib-
erill gelences of ye wh scuvin yt is ong
of them, and ye wames of ye seavin sci-
EHEes be these.

The “seavin sciences’ are none other
than the ones we hear about today
in our Second Degree Lecture, devel-
aped by William Preston about 1770.
Our scribes went on and told how the
worthy science of geometry was
“fyystle hagun’ and then branched
out in a history which begins before
Noah's Flood. We come down to the
building of King Sclomon’s Temple,
and the spread of Masonry into Eng-
lend by way of France. Then we read
of St. Alban, EKing Athelstan and
Prince Edward, We are told how
Prince Edward held an assembly at
York, and how he made “a hooke
thereof how ye Craft was founde, and
he himself had and commanded that
wt should be redd or told when any
Masson should be made, and for to
give his Chardges” And the Charge
delivered at the close of each Degree
today iz the outcome of the old eus-
tom of reading these manuscript rolls.

The Charges to the Brethren

Entertaining as are the alleged his-
torical accounts, and widely as they
have heen aceepted by all generalions
of Freemasons, it must be granted
that they are not to be taken as gos-
pel truth, The legends and traditions
in them may have a basis of fact; we
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devoutly hope so; bul they must not
be taken too seriously,

Yel inaccuracies and improbable
situations do not lessen the value of
the Craft teachings incorporated in
these venerable relics of operative Ma-
sonic times. They give us an intimate
ingight into the lives of our ancient
forebears, and as we read the regula-
tions, we feel closer to these medi-
eval Craftsmen. One is temptled to
reprocuce a whole manuscript; space
forbids. Hence only a few charges are
set forth, and these without comment,
such as would make them still more
interesting:

Ye shall be trewe men to God and holly
Chuarehe, **¥Ye should be leidge men to the
Ring of Hngland, without rreason or any
other falsehood. **Ye alall be true each
one to another. **Ye ghall do unto them
as ye would that they ghould do to you.
**You kepe all the Counsells ef yr Fel-
lowes truly, be ¥t in Lodge or In Chum-
ber. **Thul no Masson shall be a thiefe,

You shall call Massong yr Fallowes or
Brethren and none other foule names. And
ulse you shall not take yr Fallowes welf
in vylany nor desyre ungodly his daugh-
ter, nor hig servant pubt him to no dls-
woorshlp. “*No Masson shall be comon
player nt hussard or at dyce, nor at non
other unlawfull plnyes whereby the Craft
might be slandered. **And also thal no
Fellowe doe into the towne a nighte tymes
withoul there is 0 Lodge of Fellowes, with-
out he have a fellow with him that he
might beare him wytness that he was in
honesl plaee.  Alsp that every Mr and
Fallowe shall come Lo Lhe Assembly, that
if that It be within fyftie mylles about
him, yI he have any warning.

Outstanding “0Old Charges”

One of the most highly revered old
documents is the Regius MS, This
was found by Mr. James Orchard Hal-
liwell in the British Museum, where it
had been catalogued as a “Poem of
Moral Duties,” It was a part of the
valuable library presented to the Brit-
ish Museum by King George II in
17567, of which the nucleus was the
“Royal Library” collected by King
Henry VII. On April 18, 1839, Mr.
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Halliwell{who is also known as an emi-
nent Shakespearian scholar and the
compiler of 4 Diwctionary of Archaic and
Provincial Words, invaluable to stu-
dents of the Old Charges) read a
paper on the newly rediscovercd man-
useript hefore the Society of Anti-
quaries, and the following wear pub-
lished a copy of the poem. German
editions also appeared.

In 1388, Bro. Henry J. Whymper, C.
I. E. (author of The Relipion of Ma-
sonry) reproduced the manuseript in
exact facsimile. Six coples were
printed on vellum, perfect duplications
of the original. These were distrib-
uted among the Prince of Wales( later
King Edward VII), the Duke of (lon-
naught, . J, Whymper, W. J. Hughan,
R. I'. Gould and G. W, Speth. The
widow of Brother Whymper presented
his copy to Major J. H. Leslie, R. A,
and he in {urn donated it to the Iowa
Masonie Library in 1897,

Moilowing the Regius MS. circa 1390,
the next in age iy the Cooke MS., to
which the date of 1450 has been as-
signed. It is followed by the Grand
Lodge No. 1, A, D, 1583. The follow-
ing century has been productive of
approximately fifty; the remaining
versions run inlo the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries,

The Roberts Constitutions

The eszence of the Old Charges was
incorporated in the Constitution on
Books of the eighteenth century, of
which the first authorized and official
edition appeared in January, 1728, A
small pamphlet entitled The Old Con-
stitutions Belonging lo 1he Ancient and
Honourable Sociely of Free and Accepted
Masans was printed by one J. Rob-
erts of London in 1722, probably be-
tween July and December. It is ap-
parently & copy of an Old Charge, a
belief strengthened by the statement
on the title page that it was *“Taken
from a Manuscript Wrote about Five

dnnusry, 19208
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Hundred Years since.” The text of
the document also appeared in a Lon-
don Newspaper of 1722; the original
manuseript is lost.

The Roberts print is of peculiar in-
terest to Towa Mauasons because the
lowa Masonic Library possesses one
of the only two copies known. The
second copy came to light in England
in 1923, and has given rise to much
camment in the Masonie press by be-
ing offered for sale at £1650, The
fowa copy was purchased in 1875 st
the Spencer Sale, Londan, for furty
dollars, having been bid in by W. J.
Hughuan for Robert F. Bower of Ke-
okuk, Upon Brother Bower's dealh,
his entire library was bought by the
Grand Leodge for $4000, and through
this farsighted purchase, the Grand
Lodge came into posscesion of some
of the rarest works known to the
Craft.

A facsimile reprint of this rare book
was issued by the National Masonie
Research Society in 1915 from plates
owned by the Research Committee of
the Grand Lodge. Brethren in Iowa,
or elsewhere, can borrow a reprint by
applying fur it to the Iowa Masonie
Library. Copies are still on sale by
the Nalional Masonic Research Soel-
ety alb two dollars.

Necessity for Study

The Old Charges, and the Constity-
tion Books arising in the eighteenth
century, are the basis for many of the
customs peculiar to the Craft. A
knowledge of their contents, and an
onderstanding of the circumstances
under which they came into heing,
would aid Masonic bodies in avoiding
actions contrary to Masonic funda-
mentals, even though such oceurrences
might be proper in light of otherwise
generally accepted procedurc, The
0ld Charges are indispensable (o
brethren who require a thorough
knowledge of Masonie jurisprudence.




