Chapter 22A, Laws for Subordinate Lodges lowa Official Form No. 7

INVITATION TO PETITION
FOR THE DEGREES OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY

(Please type or print) Date:
To the officersand members of Lodge No. , Ancient, Free,
and Accepted Masons, at , lowa.
1. We, theundersigned, hereafter known as* Recommenders,” respectfully propose:
Mr. who residesat:
(full name) (address)

to receivethe Masonic Degreesof Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason upon comple-
tion of aPetition for Membership and paying theinitiation fee.

2. Heiseighteen (18) yearsof age or older and hasresided in lowacontinuously for morethan six
monthsimmediately prior to the date of thisproposal. (see Section 22, Lawsfor Subordinate L odge of
the Masonic Code of lowa)

3. We have known the proposed candidate two years or longer.
4. Webelieve himto be of good moral character.

5. Webelievehimto havefaithinaSupremeBeing.

6. Webelieve hewill be an asset to the Fraternity.

THE TOP-LINE SIGNER BELOW MUST PRESENT THISPROPOSAL
IN PERSONAT ASTATED COMMUNICATION

REPORT ANDAFFIDAVIT OF RECOMMENDERS

We, the undersigned, confirm the authenticity and accuracy of the aboveinformation to the best of our
knowledge.

Date

Signname (Top-Line Signer) Print name

Signname Print name

Signname Print name



PROCEDURE

1. Thelnvitationto Petition for the degrees of Masonry shall befor the degrees of Entered Apprentice,
Fellow Craft, and Master Mason. A favorableballot shall elect to thethree degrees.

2. Thelnvitationto Petition shall beontheofficia form prescribed by the Grand Secretary.

3. Thelnvitationto Petition shall besigned by threerecommenders.

4. Thepotentia candidate doesnot signthisform.

5. Thetoplinesigner shal present the Invitation to Petition at a Stated Communication without the
prospective candidate’ sknowledge.

6. Thelnvitationto Petition shall beheld over until the next Stated Communication with alegal quorum
present when aballot istaken. A unanimousballot isrequired for election.

7. Theballoting procedure shall bethe sameasfor aregular petition.

8. Should only one negative ballot appear, the Master shall not declaretheresult, but order areballot,
and thevoteon thereballot shall be declared and befina.

9. A negativeballot or an Objection (asoutlined in Chapter 27, Lawsfor Subordinate L odges) stops
thelnvitation to Petition. 1t doesnot prohibit the proposed candidate from petitioning thelodgeinthe
regular manner.

10. After electionthetop linesigner or another recommender shall visit with each potential candidate
individually about joining Masonry.

11. Theinvited candidate must completely fill out and signtheofficial petitionfor membership as
prescribed by the Grand Secretary’s Office.

12. The petition, accompanied by thelodge' sfee asprovided in Chapter 24, Lawsfor Subordinate

L odges, must be received and recorded by thelodge secretary before the degrees can be conferred.
13. If the potential candidate gives anegative answer to the question, “ Do you professfaithin aSu-
premeBeing?’ ontheofficial petitionform, the petitionisreected.

14. If thepotential candidate givesapositive answer to either of the questionson the official petition
form: “Haveyou previoudy applied for membershipinaMasoniclodge?’ or “Haveyou ever been
convicted of afelony?’ the petition shall, at the petitioner’ srequest, take the course of aregular petition.
15. If the candidate declinesto accept the petition or failsto present himself for initiation within 6
monthsafter the petitionisreceived and recorded by thelodge, the petition isconsidered to have been
withdrawn. Either action shall bemadeapart of thelodgerecords. Thisdoesnot prohibit the pro-
posed candidate from petitioning alodgeintheregular manner at afuturedate.

16. All discussionson alnvitationto Petition areto be considered confidentia outsidethelodgehall.
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